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... now and forever

As we wrap up the year of our 25th anniversary, 
we recall with pride and gratitude the two 
commemorative events that celebrated our 
founders, leaders, donors, non-profit partners, and 
the community that we call home.

In the spring, our annual Civic Award Event 
honored the men and women who founded the 
Greater Cedarburg Foundation 25 years ago. 
We paid tribute to their vision, celebrated our 
accomplishments, and recognized the many GCF 
Board members and Legacy Society members 
whose hard work and generous contributions have 
sustained the Greater Cedarburg Foundation for 
the past quarter-century.

In the fall, rather than hosting our annual 
fundraising gala, we invited the entire Cedarburg 
community to celebrate GCF’s 25 years of impact. 
Our goal was to host a free celebration to express 
our gratitude for the support of our donors and 
the work of our non-profit partners, as well as to 
elevate awareness of GCF and our mission. By all 
measures, the anniversary celebration was a great 
success!

While we did not hold our annual gala this year, 
the needs within our community remain as strong 
as ever. If you normally attend our annual gala, 
would you consider making a year-end donation 
comparable to the gift you might have made 
that evening? Your contribution, no matter the 
size, helps sustain our ability to respond to the 
community’s most pressing needs and to nurture 
the cultural and charitable spirit that makes 
Cedarburg such a special place to call home.

Please consider making your year-end gift to the 
Greater Cedarburg Foundation by December 31, 
2025.

You can donate online at cedarburgfoundation.
com or by mailing your contribution to:
Greater Cedarburg Foundation, P.O. Box 711, 
Cedarburg, WI 53012

Give a Gift Today to Make the Next 
25 Years of Giving Even Greater

The Greater Cedarburg Foundation 
(GCF) marked its 25th anniversary 
with a community-wide celebration on 
Saturday, September 27. The free event, 
held on the City Hall lawn and inside 
the Community Gym, brought together 
hundreds of area residents for a warm 
and sunny afternoon filled with music, 
family fun, and community spirit.

The festivities began with a parade led 
by the American Legion Honor Guard, 
who launched from the Cedarburg Fire 
Department and crossed the Interurban 
Bridge before heading to the main stage 
in front of City Hall. Grand Marshal 
Mal Hepburn, a GCF founder and 
past president, followed, as did a group 
of GCF representatives in their festive 
t-shirts designed by Robb Helf. The 
Cedarburg Civic Band provided lively 
music, while the Cedarburg Poms & 

Dance Team performed for the crowd. 
The Cedarburg Fire Department UTV 
rescue vehicle brought up the rear.

At the main stage, GCF Vice President 
Joe Rintelman welcomed the crowd, 
while GCF President Katie Pipkorn 
shared the mission and ongoing impact 
of the Greater Cedarburg Foundation, 
along with her vision for its future.

“Our goal for this anniversary year was 
simple but powerful,” said Katie Pipkorn, 
“to raise awareness of GCF’s impact and 
inspire the next generation of Cedarburg 
philanthropists to carry our mission 
forward. We wanted the community to 
see what their gifts have accomplished—
whether restoring a historic building, 
providing safety and shelter, or enriching 
the arts—and to imagine what we can 
continue to achieve together over the 
next 25 years.”

Cedarburg Community Comes 
Together for GCF’s 25th Anniversary

Continued on page 2

 Commemorative drone photo Photo credit: Cedarburg Police Department
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GCF’s 25th Anniversary (from pg. 1)

Photo credits: Mark Justesen

Following a warm welcome from City 
Councilwoman Amanda Didier, the 
Cedarburg Civic Band performed several 
pieces, and the Cedarburg Poms & 
Dance Team returned with a variety of 
upbeat routines that delighted the crowd. 

Live music continued throughout the 
afternoon, featuring local talent. Singer-
songwriter Whitney Clapper and 
guitarist Stephen O’Morrow—known 
together as “Whitney and Stephen”—
took the stage with soulful harmonies 
and acoustic flair. The crowd later 
enjoyed the smooth rock sounds of 
Whole Yachta Love, sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Cedarburg-Grafton. The 
six-piece band, led by Cedarburg’s own 
Alyson Harms, entertained the crowd 
with classic hits from the ’70s and early 
’80s. With picture-perfect weather and 
popular entertainment, attendees relaxed 
on lawn chairs and picnic blankets, 
visiting with friends and neighbors 
throughout the entire afternoon.

Inside the Community Gym, more than 
a dozen local nonprofit organizations 
hosted booths to share information 
about their missions and services—just 
a sample of the 55 organizations that 
GCF has supported through $1.9 
million in grants over the past quarter-
century. A face-painting station and the 
aromas of freshly baked cookies and 
popcorn drew visitors inside from the 
beautiful day.

Outside, children enjoyed a dedicated 
Kids’ Zone featuring bounce houses, 

craft stations, lawn games, and a 
special visit from the Cedarburg Fire 
Department, which gave kids a chance 
to explore two of its trucks up close. 
Meanwhile, the Lions Club provided 
food and beverages throughout the 
afternoon as guests relaxed at outdoor 
tables.

A highlight of the day came when 
community members gathered for 
a commemorative aerial photo in 
the shape of the number “25.” The 
Cedarburg Police Department captured 
the image using its drone—a special 
snapshot of community pride.

“Cedarburg is a special place and we're 
fortunate to have a vibrant community 
foundation,” said Joe Rintelman, event 
organizer and GCF vice president. “This 
celebration was our way of thanking the 
community for its support, sharing the 
story of how GCF continues to enhance 
life in Cedarburg, and welcoming all 
Cedarburgers to support GCF.”

As GCF celebrates its 25th anniversary, 
the Foundation is not only reflecting on 
a quarter-century of giving but is also 
looking toward the future. With the 
continued generosity of donors and 
partners, GCF will remain dedicated to 
projects and programs that enhance the 
quality of life in the greater Cedarburg 
community. The 25th anniversary 
celebration was a joyful reminder that 
Cedarburg is unique, and GCF’s mission 
continues to be relevant. 

GCF Founders  Front Row L-R: Don Levy, Dean Fitting, Duey Stroebel, Mal Hepburn, 
Philia Hayes, Paul Hayes, Barbara Olsen, Layton Olsen
Back Row L-R: Tri-Par Representatives Ann Rintelman-Tice, Vicki Gall, Steve Gall,  
Karen Gall, Mark Gall, Susan Hale, Jack Hale, Peg Edquist, Jerry Edquist

Members of the Cedarburg Civic Band perform at GCF's 25th 
Anniversary Celebration.

A parade led by members of the American Legion kicks off  
the celebration.

GCF Past Civic Award Winners  Front Row L-R: Dick Dieffenbach, Jim Lee, Mal Hepburn,  
Philia Hayes, Paul Hayes, Don Levy  
Back Row L-R: Jack Hale, Susan Hale, Barbara Olsen, Layton Olsen, Patty Gallun-Hansen,  
Jerry Voigt, Sandy Pape, Jim Pape
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Recent federal tax changes may influence how individuals approach 
charitable giving in the years ahead. The One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act (OBBBA), signed into law this summer, includes several 
provisions that affect philanthropy and estate planning. These 
updates may also create new opportunities to support the Greater 
Cedarburg Foundation—or even to join the GCF Legacy Society.

Higher Standard Deductions, More Clarity for Donors
The OBBBA makes permanent the higher standard deductions 
first introduced in 2017, with 2025 levels set at $15,750 for 
individuals and $31,500 for couples filing jointly. These increases 
provide certainty and simplicity for taxpayers planning ahead and 
highlight the importance of aligning charitable goals with overall 
financial strategies.

A New Deduction for Non-Itemizers
Starting after 2025, individuals who do not itemize will be able to 
deduct up to $1,000 in charitable gifts ($2,000 for joint filers) in 
addition to the standard deduction. This long-term provision could 
re-energize everyday giving and invite more people to experience 
the joy of philanthropy. Every contribution—large or small—helps 
build a stronger Cedarburg area for generations to come.

Continued Stability in Estate Planning
The new law also makes permanent the current estate tax 
exemption levels, removing years of uncertainty. This change gives 
donors and their advisors confidence to plan lasting legacies with 

purpose and generosity. As you 
review your estate plans, consider 
how including GCF can help 
ensure your charitable values 
continue far into the future.

A Great Time to Join the 
GCF Legacy Society
With these tax advantages, now 
may be an ideal time to consider 

making or fulfilling a Legacy Society commitment. Membership 
in our Legacy Society begins with a $10,000 pledge to the Greater 
Cedarburg Foundation. Under this new law, donors may be able 
to fulfill a new or existing commitment over 5-10 years in a tax-
advantaged way. You might also choose to give the Gift of Legacy 
by naming a loved one as the honoree of your pledge—creating 
a meaningful and lasting tribute while supporting Cedarburg’s 
future.

Conclusion
We encourage donors to consult their financial advisors and tax 
professionals to explore the best approach for their individual 
circumstances. The Greater Cedarburg Foundation is also here as a 
resource to help turn thoughtful planning into lasting community 
impact. Your generosity today helps ensure that the programs, 
grants, and opportunities that define Cedarburg’s vibrant spirit 
continue to thrive for generations to come. 

New Tax Law Brings Additional 
Considerations for Charitable Giving

Over the past 25 years, GCF has awarded nearly $1.9 million in grants to 55 nonprofit organizations. This word cloud showcases the 
diverse projects and organizations GCF has supported, illustrating the broad, positive, and lasting impact it has across our community.
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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

Foundation Officers:

President – Katie Pipkorn
Vice President – Joe Rintelman 

Treasurer – Joel Dykstra
Secretary – Jeff Janza

Board of Directors:

Krisie Augustine-Mansell
Patty Clapper
Ryan Fitting

Candis Rand Flagstad
Patty Gallun Hansen

Robb Helf
Brad Hurd

John Katzka
Kevin Kennedy
Ann Manning

Lauren McMillen
Jack Steinbrecker

Cedarburg ... Now and Forever
is published by the

Greater Cedarburg Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 711

Cedarburg, WI  53012

Telephone: 262.377.7338
Fax: 262.377.7061

The Greater Cedarburg Foundation
is a community trust that establishes 

endowments and administers the 
income thereon for the betterment 
of the greater Cedarburg area. The 

Greater Cedarburg Foundation works 
closely with the Greater Milwaukee 

Foundation, where it maintains 
an affiliation. Gifts to the Greater 

Cedarburg Foundation are tax 
deductible to the extent applicable 

under relevant tax law.

The Zuern Building Products Community 
Volunteer of the Year Award has been presented 
annually by the Cedarburg Chamber 
of Commerce since 2018. This honor 
recognizes individuals who live in Cedarburg 
and volunteer for a Chamber member 
organization. Nominations are submitted by 
the public, and the recipient is selected by the 
Chamber.

This year’s honoree, Joe Rintelman, has been 
a dedicated member of the GCF Board of 
Directors since 2019. In his youth, Joe was 
one of the “kids” who volunteered at GCF’s 
annual gala. When Joe joined the GCF 
board six years ago, his primary role was as 
“tech guy,” spearheading the adoption of an 
online giving platform for the galas, managing 
the GCF website, and introducing mass 
email communications. This role took on 
significantly greater importance in the fall of 
2020 when GCF was required to pivot to a 
fully digital gala. 

That same year, Joe took on the role of 
Secretary, followed by a dual role as Vice 
President and Secretary in 2021. He went 
on to serve as President from 2022 to 2024. 
Today, Joe serves as Vice President and 
President-elect and is set to begin his second 
term as President in Spring 2026.

GCF President Katie Pipkorn described 
Joe as a dedicated leader with vision, fresh 
ideas, and deep passion for the Cedarburg 
community. She added,

“Joe cares deeply about the Greater Cedarburg 
community—this is his home and has been 
his family’s home for generations. Joe has 
an amazing vision, as well as the leadership 
skills and personal willingness to make 
things happen. Over the past year alone, 
he spearheaded GCF’s 25th Anniversary 
Community Celebration, guided by his 
dream to raise awareness of GCF and to 
inspire the next generation to get involved. 
Joe also coordinated our annual Civic Award 
Event, shifting the focus from recognizing 
one impactful community leader to a historic 
celebration that convened many of the key 
people who have shaped GCF over the past 
25 years. It was the most well-attended Civic 
Award Event in our history.”  

Katie described Joe as “really good at uniting 
the founders’ vision while also bringing in 
the next generation’s involvement. That’s the 
dream—to get the next generation involved.”

When asked what inspires him to devote 
so much time and energy to Cedarburg, Joe 
shared,

“Cedarburg has been so amazing to me and 
my family. And I want that to continue for 
the next generation. I think each generation 
needs to take action to ensure things 
happen—they don’t happen by accident. 
That’s why I keep going—I think what we 
have here is special.”

Reflecting on his years of service, Joe pointed 
to one pivotal experience: running for the 
Town of Cedarburg Board at age 28.

“That experience opened doors for me 
to get involved in things I might never 
have considered otherwise. My time with 
GCF—the people I’ve met, the good we’re 
able to do, the lives we’re able to touch—is 
really fulfilling. You grow up in a small town 
hearing the names of community leaders and 
people you admire, and then you get to the 
point where they’re trusting you to be the 
next person to lead. It’s humbling and deeply 
rewarding. I couldn’t do it without the support 
of my family.”

Congratulations, Joe—and thank you for 
your outstanding leadership and service to 
the Cedarburg community! 

Cedarburg Community Volunteer of the Year: 
 Joe Rintelman

 Joe Rintelman  
Photo credit: Cedarburg Chamber of Commerce


